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H. Amendments to the Claims: . 

Please amend the claims as follows: 

This listing of claims replaces all pri or versions and listing of claims in the application. 

CLAIMS: 

What is claimed is:. 

Claims 1-9 (canceled) 

10. (currently amended) Tho opooimon A specimen identification method as 
d oG oribo d- in oleum 9 farthor comprising tho otop of the steps of: 

- identifying a specimen donor with a specimen donor identification information 
item: 

- adequately specifying a specimen related event identifier: 

- associating said specimen donor identification information item with said 
specimen related event identifier; 

- generating a unique specimen identification information item in response to said 
step of associating said specimen donor identification information item with said 
specimen related event identifier: 

- rendering said specimen donor identification information item not immediately 
discernible: 

- associating a discernment process specificity information item with said not 
immediately discernible specimen donor identification information item: and 

- associating a character-based discernment code with said discernment process 
specificity information item to create a code representation information item, 

wherein said character-based discernment code represents said discernment 
process specificity information item, 
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11. (currently amended) Tho opooimon A specimen identification method as 
described in claim 10 further comprising the step of associating said character- 
based discernment code with said unique specimen identification information 
item. 

12. (currently amended) Th e sp e cim e n £ specimen identification method as 
described in claim 1 1 wherein said step of associating said character-based 
discernment code with said unique specimen identification information item 
comprises the step of visually associating. 

13. (currently amended) Th e specim e n A specimen identification method as 
described in claim 12 wherein said step of generating a unique specimen 
identification information item comprises the step of generating a unique 
specimen identification information item that comprises said character-based 
discernment code, 

14. (cuiTently amended) Th e- sp e cimen A specimen identification method as 
described in claim 10 further comprising the step of limiting access to said code 
representation information item. 

15. (currently amended) Th e spooimon A specimen i dentification method ft» 
doooribod in olaim 8 comprising the steps oft 

- identifying a specimen donor with a specimen donor identification information 
item; 

- adequately specifying a specimen related event identifier: 

■ associating said specimen donor identification information item with said 
specimen related event identifier: 



3 

PAGE 5/18 * RCVO AT 7/12/2007 5:04:03 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-2/U * DNIS:2738300 * CSID: * DURATION (mm-ss):04-30 



JUL-12-2007 THU 02:59 PM 



FAX NO. 



P. 06 



- generating a unique specimen identification information item in response to said 
step of associating said specimen donor identification information item with said 
specimen related event identifier; and 

- rendering said specimen donor identification information item not immediately 
discernible, 

wherein the step of rendering said specimen donor identification information item 
not immediately discernible comprises the step of encrypting said specimen donor 
identification information item to create an encrypted specimen donor 
identification information item. 

16. (currently amended) Tbo cpooimon A specimen identification method as 
described in claim 15 further comprising the step of associating a decryption 
algorithm specificity information item with said encrypted specimen donor 
identification information item, wherein said decryption algorithm specificity 
information item is usable to decrypt said encrypted specimen donor identification 
information item. 

17. (currently amended) Tho opooimoo A specimen identification method as 
described in claim 16 further comprising the step of associating a charact e r 
ba s ed, character-based decryption code with said decryption algorithm specificity 
information item to create a code representation information item, wherein said 
character-based discernment code represents said decryption algorithm specificity 
information item. 

18. (currently amended) The cpooimon A specimen identification method as 
described in claim 17 further comprising the step of associating said character- 
based discernment code with said unique specimen identification information 
item. 
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19. (currently amended) Tho Dpooimon A specimen identification method as 
described in claim 18 wherein said step of associating said character-based 
discernment code with said unique specimen identification information item 
comprises the step of visually associating. 

20. (cuuently amended) Th e sp e cim e n A specimen identification method as 
described in claim 19 wherein said step of generating a unique specimen 
identification information item comprises the step of generating a unique 
specimen identification information item that comprises said character-based 
decryption code. 

21. (currently amended) Th e - s p e oim e a A specimen identification method as 
described in claim 17 or 20 further comprising the step of limiting access to code 
representation information item. 

22. (currently amended) Tho specimen A specimen identification method as 
described in claim 16 further comprising the step of limiting access to said code 
representation information item. 

23. (canceled) 

24. (currently amended) Th e sp e cimen A specimen identification method as 
doooribod in olaim 23 comprising the steps of: 

- identifying a specimen donor with a specimen donor identification information 
item; 

- adequately specifying a specimen related event identifier; 

- associating said specimen donor identification information item with said 
specimen related event identifier: 
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- generating a unique specimen identification information item in response to said 
step of associating said specimen donor identification information item with said 
specimen related event identifier: and 

- rendering said specimen related event identifier not immediately discernible, 

wherein the step of rendering said specimen related event identifier not 
immediately discernible comprises the step of encrypting said specimen related 
event identifier to create an encrypted specimen related event identifier, 

25. (canceled) 

26. (currently amended) Tho specimen A specimen identification method as 
d e scrib e d in claim 25 comprising the steps of: 

- identifying a specimen donor with a specimen donor identification information 
item; 

- adequately specifying a specimen related event identifier, 

■ associating said specimen donor identification information item with said 
specimen related event identifier, and 

- generating a unique specimen identification information item in response to said 
step of associating said specimen donor identification information item with said 
specimen related event identifier, 

wherein the step of generating a unique specimen identification information item 
comprises the step of generating a unique specimen identification information 
item that is not immediately discernible, and 

wherein the step of generating a unique specimen identification information item 
that is not immediately discernible comprises the step of generating an encrypted 
specimen identification information item. 
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27. (currently amended) The specim e n A specimen identification method as 
described in claim 26 further comprising the step of associating a decryption 
algorithm specificity information item with said encrypted specimen identification 
information item, wherein said decryption algorithm specificity information item 
facilitates decryption of said encrypted specimen identification information item. 

28. (currently amended) Th e sp e cim e n A specimen identification method as 
described in claim 27 further comprising the step of associating a character-based, 
decryption code with said decryption algorithm specificity information item to 
create a code representation information item. 

29. (currently amended) The- specimen A specimen identification method as 
described in claim 28 further comprising the step, of associating said character- 
based discernment code with said encrypted specimen identification information 
item. 

30. (currently amended) - Th e -sp e cim e n A specimen identification method as 
described in claim 29 wherein said step of associating said character-based 
discernment code with said encrypted specimen identification information item 
comprises the step of visually associating. 

31. (currently amended) The spocimen A specimen identification method as 
described in claim 30 further comprising the step of establishing said character- 
based, decryption code as part of said encrypted specimen identification 
information item. 

32. (currently amended) The opooimon A specimen identification method as 
described in claim 28 or 30 further comprising the step of limiting access to said 
code representation information item. 

Claims 33-43 (canceled) 
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44. (currently amended) Th e sp e cim e n A specimen identification apparatus as 
d e aoribod in claim 13 fiirthor oompriping comprising: 

- a specimen donor identification information item associated with a specimen to 
be identified; and 

- a specimen related event identifier associated with said specimen and appearing 
with said specimen donor identification infonnation item so as to establish a 
specimen identifier, 

wherein said specimen donor identification information item is not immediately 
discernible 

wherein said not immediately discernable specimen donor identification 
information item has associated with it a discernment process specificity 
information item, 

said apparatus further comprising: 

a code representation information item in which said discernment process 
specificity information item has associated with it a character-based discernment 
code that represents said discernment process specificity information item. 

45. (currently amended) Tho opooimon A specimen identification apparatus as 
described in claim 44 wherein said character-based discernment code is visually 
associated with said specimen identifier, 

46. (canceled) 

47. (currently amended) Tho Gpocimon A specimen identification apparatus as 
d e scrib e d in claim 46 comprising : 
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- a specimen donor identification information item associated with a specimen to 
be identified- and 

- a specimen related event identifier associated with said specimen and appearing 
with said specimen donor identification information item so as to establish a 
specimen identifier. 

wherein said specimen donor identification information item is not immediately 
discernible. 

wherein said not immediately discemable specimen donor identification 
information item is an encrypted specimen donor identification information item. 
and 

wherein said encrypted specimen donor identification information item has 
associated with it a decryption algorithm specificity information item that 
facilitates decryption of said encrypted specimen donor identification information 
item. 

48. (currently amended) Tho opooimon A specimen identification apparatus as 
described in claim 47 further comprising a code representation information item 
in which said decryption algorithm specificity information item has associated 
with it a character-based decryption code that represents said decryption 
algorithm specificity information item. 

49. (currently amended) Th e spooimon A specimen identification apparatus as 
described in claim 48 further comprising associating wherein said character-based 
discernment code is associated with said specimen identifier. 

50. (currently amended) Th e specimen A specimen identification apparatus as 
described in claim 49 wherein associatin g said character-based discernment code 
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is visually associated w ith said specimen identifie r oompriG e o tho stop of visually 
associating . 

51, (currently amended) Th e sp e cim e n A specimen identification apparatus as 
described in claim 50 wherein said specimen identifier further comprising 
comprises said character-based discernment code. 

Claims 52-53 (canceled) 

54. (currently amended) Tho opooimon A specimen identification apparatus as 
d e scrib e d in claim 53 comprising: 

- a specimen donor identification information item associated with a specimen to 
be identified: and 

- a specimen related event identifier associated with said specimen and appearing 
with said specimen donor identification information item so as to establish a 
specimen identifier. 

wherein specimen related event identifier is not immediately discernible. 

wherein not immediately discernible specimen related event identifier is an 
encrypted specimen related event identifier, and 

wherein said encrypted specimen related event identifier has associated with it a 
decryption algorithm specificity information item that facilitates decryption of 
said encrypted specimen related event identifier. 

55. (currently amended) Th e sp e cimen A specimen identification apparatus as 
described in claim 54 further comprising a code representation information item 
in which said decryption algorithm specificity information item has associated 
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with it a character-based decryption code that represents said decryption 
algorithm specificity information item. 

56. (currently amended) Tho cpooimon A specimen identification apparatus as 
described in claim 55 farth e r comprising associating wherein said character-based 
discernment code is associated with said specimen identification identifier , 

57. (currently amended) Tho specimen A specimen identification apparatus as 
described in claim 56 wherein aflGooiating said character-based discernment code 
is visually associated w ith said specimen identifie r compris e s th e st e p of visually 
associating , 

58. (currently amended) Th e s p e cim e n A specimen identification apparatus as 
described in olaim 59 claim 55 wherein said specimen identifier further 
comprising comprises said charact e r-bas e character-based decryption code* 

59. (canceled) 

60. (canceled) 

61. (currently amended) Th e sp e cimen A specimen identification apparatus as 
dosorib o d in claim 60 comprising: 

- a specimen donor identification information item associated with a specimen to 
be identified: and 

- a specimen related event identifier associated with said specimen and appearing 
with said specimen donor identification information item so as to establish a 
specimen identifier, 
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wherein said specimen identifier is not immediately discernable, 

wherein said not immediately discernable specimen identifier is an encrypted 
specimen identifier, and 

wherein said encrypted specimen identifier has associated with it a description 
algorithm specificity information item that facilitates decryption of said encrypted 
specimen identifier. 

62. (currently amended) Tho opooimon A specimen identification apparatus as 
described in claim 61 further comprising a code representation information item 
in which said description algorithm specificity information item has associated 
with it a character-based decryption code that represents said decryption 
algorithm specificity information item. 

63, (currently amended) The specimen A specimen identification apparatus as 
described in claim 62 further oompriaing associating wherein said character-based 
decryption code is associated with said encrypted specimen identifier. 

64, (currently amended) Th e op e eimon A specimen identification apparatus as 
described in claim 63 wherein associating said character-based decryption code is 
vi sual ly asso ciat ed with said encrypted specimen identifie r compris e s visually 
a s sociatin g. 

65. (currently amended) The opooimon A specimen identification apparatus as 
described in claim 64 wherein said encrypted specimen identifier comprises said 
character-based decryption code. 

Claims 66-69 (canceled) 

Claims 70-107 (canceled) 
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108. (canceled) 

Claims 109 - 253 (canceled) 
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